[Neurotoxicity of acyclovir in peritoneal dialysis apropos of 1 case].
We report a case of reversible myoclonic encephalopathy which appeared after intravenous acyclovir treatment in a patient in CAPD for which pharmacological dosages have been made in serum, peritoneal dialysate and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF). Encephalopathy appeared after two intravenous doses of 7.33 mg/kg (doses higher than recommended), administered on admission and 16 hours later. Pharmacological dosages indicated that acyclovir peritoneal clearance was negligible, and that acyclovir persisted a long time in plasma and CSF. Neurological symptoms persisted although serum concentrations returned to normal value. The diagnostic value of pharmacological dosages in serum and CSF is discussed. In addition, neurological symptoms disappeared following two consecutive hemodialysis procedures. Hence we suggest that hemodialysis could be used for drug removal in case of acyclovir overdose in CAPD patients.